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191 January 26, 1900 

Vital statistics of San Juan, Porto Rico, for December, 1899 — Continued. 

Caries of temporal bone 1 

Cirrhosis of the liver 4 

Dysentery 3 

Suicide 1 

Entero-colitis 3 

Gastro-enteritis 3 

Sclerosis of the medulla 1 

Cardiac lesions 5 

Cancer of uterus 1 

Pernicious fever 2 

Intestinal vermes 1 

Malnutrition 3 

Internal hemorrhage (wound) 1 

Meningitis 3 

Acute myelitis • 1 

Nephritis '. 1 

Pneumonia 1 

Acute peritonitis 1 

Rachitis 3 

Syphilis 1 

Pulmonary tuberculosis 14 

Tetanus infantum 2 

Intestinal intusuception 1 

Total 79 

1898— 

Births 81 

Deaths 99 

1899— 

Births 75 

Deaths 79 

Concerning noninspection of vessels at night. 

San Juan, Poeto Elco, January IS, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to transmit copies of correspondence concern- 
ing the night inspection of vessels entering this harbor, for the infor- 
mation of the Bureau. 

Bespectfully, C. H. Lavindee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

San Juan, Poeto Eioo, January 2, 1900. 
Sie : I beg to inclose herewith copies of certain instructions which I 
respectfully request you to issue to the pilots of this port. 

Bespectfully, C. H. Lavindee, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8., Quarantine Officer. 

Commander J. H. Dayton, U. S. N., 

Captain and Commandant of the Port, San Juan, Porto Bico. 

[Inclosure.l 

San Juan, Poeto Eico, January 1, 1900. 
To pilots, masters, and others concerned: 

Attention is hereby directed to the fact that the Quarantine Laws and Regulations of 
the United States forbid the inspection of vessels at night (from sunset to sunrise) ; on 
and after this date, therefore, no vessel, unless in distress or for other equally urgent 
reason, will be inspected at night. 

All vessels entering at night, except those of the United States Navy, should be con- 
ducted to the quarantine anchorage by the pilot, and there await the inspector's visit 
the next morning ; the pilot must remain on board till permitted to leave by the 
inspecting officer. C. H. Lavindee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., 
United States Quarantine Officer of the Port. 
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United States Naval Station, 

San Juan, Porto Rico, January 8, 1900. 
Sir : In reply to your letter of January 2, 1 have the honor to inclose 
herewith a copy of a letter sent this day from this office to headquarters. 
Eespectfully, J. H. Dayton, 

Commander, United States Navy, Captain of the Port. 
Asst. Surg. C. H. Lavinder, U. S. M. H. S., 

Quarantine Officer, San Juan, Porto Rico. 

[Inclosure.] 

United States Navai, Station, 

San Juan, Porto Bieo, January S, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter received from the quar- 
antine officer of the .port : 

Pilots are already forbidden to leave a vessel before she has been released by the 
health officer. 

Before communicating the remainder of the directions to the pilots, I would call 
attention to the following : 

If the regulations are enforced between sunset and dark, much delay in the delivery 
of mails and seeming unnecessary inconvenience to passengers will result, especially in 
the case of Government transports. I would suggest that a definite time well after 
dark, 7.30 or 8 p. m. for example, be substituted for sunset. 

In ports with which I am familiar, it is not required, in such cases, that vessels should 
proceed to the quarantine ground, but that they should not pass the customary place of 
boarding by the health officer. In this port the quarantine ground is at the extreme 
head of the bay and it would be hazardous for a large steamer to attempt to reach it on 
a dark night when the buoys can not be seen. I do not think they should be required 
to pass the black buoys on Larga Shoal, but suggest instead that they be required to 
anchor to the southward of the black buoy off Puntilla Point. 

Eespectfully, " J. H. Dayton, 

Commander, United States Navy, Captain of the Port. 

Brigadier-General, Commanding the Department of Porto Rico. 

[Inclosure.] 

San Juan, Porto Rico, January 5, 1900. 

Sir: Referring to certain instructions issued by this office to the pilots of this port 
through Commander J. H. Dayton, U. S. N., captain of the port, a copy of which I 
inclose, and a letter from him in reply to the same, copy inclosed, in which he dis- 
approves of the instructions and suggests certain changes before issuing them to the 
pilots, I have the honor to invite your attention to the following : 

Commander Dayton makes two objections and suggests two changes, one regarding 
the place of anchorage, the other the time of inspecting vessels. 

Regarding his first objection and change, I am not very familiar with this harbor and 
in any event I would of course defer to his opinion regarding such a matter ; his sugges- 
tion is entirely satisfactory, and the anchorage of vessels off Puntilla Point, when neces- 
sary, meets all quarantine requirements. My only aim in this matter is to minimize the 
danger of vessels in quarantine of communicating unlawfully with the shore or other 
vessels in the harbor. I supposed that the quarantine anchorage, set aside for that pur- 
pose, was quite safe to reach at all times. 

Regarding his second suggestion as to inspection after dark, I invite your attention 
to the fact that I am not introducing any innovation whatever, but I am only obeying 
the law. The Quarantine Laws and Regulations of the United States, revised edition, 
November 13, 1899, page 23, paragraph 2, is as follows : 

"The inspection of vessels required by these regulations shall be made by daylight, 
except in case of vessels in distress. ' ' 

Under this law I have no authority to inspect vessels except in daylight, and daylight 
at all national quarantine stations at which I have served is from sunrise to sunset, and 
in this climate this is usually about in accord with the natural facts. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request that these instructions be issued to the 
pilots as early as possible, substituting Puntilla Point, as suggested by Commander 
Dayton, for the quarantine anchorage in all cases where danger is incurred in reaching 
the quarantine anchorage. 

In conclusion, I invite your attention to the fact that this is not a personal matter, 
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but a question of obeying the orders of my superior officers and the law. I am willing 
at all times to do all that I can to avoid unnecessary delays, provided, of course, I do 
not have to disobey my orders in so doing. 

Respectfully, C. H. Lavindee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., U. S. Quarantine Officer. 
The BbigADIEB-Genkbai,, Commanding Department of Porto Bko. 

[Inclosure.] 

San Juan, Pobto Eico, January 10, 1900. 

Sie : Referring to certain instructions from this office to the pilots of the port, trans- 
mitted to you on January 2, and to your letter of January 3, as well as my own of the 
5th to the military governor concerning the same, I have the honor to inform you that 
this matter has been again referred to me from headquarters with the following indorse- 
ment: 

" Headquarters Department, Porto Eico, 

San Juan, January 8, 1900. 

" Eespectfully returned to the medical officer in command of the Marine-Hospital 
Service, San Juan, with request that he make the necessary changes in his instructions 
to pilots, in order to carry into effect the suggestions of the captain of the port (con- 
curred in by the medical officer in command Marine-Hospital Service) as to the anchor- 
age place of vessels previous to inspection by the quarantine officer. 

"As to the time of inspection, it is not seen why, under the Quarantine Laws and 
Eegulations, this hour can not be extended as long as daylight actually lasts, inde- 
pendent of the hour of sunset, and it is requested that where practicable to inspect 
vessels, especially those containing passengers and mail, after sunset and previous to 
dark, that this be done. 

"By direction of the military governor. 

"F. L. J. Parker, Aide-de-Camp." 

In compliance with this indorsement, I have made the changes necessary in the 
instructions regarding anchorage, and I send you a revised copy herewith, which I 
respectfully request you to issue to the pilots at your earliest convenience. Eegarding 
the time of inspection, I will comply with the request in the above indorsement, but I 
have made no change in the instructions, for the reason that I desire all vessels coming 
in after sunset to comply with the instructions as issued. I will, however, when prac- 
ticable, board vessels (especially those carrying mail and passengers) which may arrive 
between sunset and dark, and if boarded they can proceed to the dock or anchorage 
nearer in with but little delay. 

Eespectfully, C. H. Lavindee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., Quarantine Officer of the Port. 
Commander J. H. Dayton, U. S. N., 

Commandant and Captain of the Port, San Juan, Porto Rico. 

[Inclosure.] 

San Juan, Porto Eico, January 10, 1900. 
To pilots, masters, and others concerned : 

Attention is hereby directed to the fact that the Quarantine Laws apd Eegulations of 
the United States forbid the inspection of vessels at night (from sunset to sunrise) on 
and after this date, therefore, no vessel, unless in distress, or for other equally urgent 
reason, will be inspected at night. 

All vessels entering at night, except those of the United States Navy, should be con- 
ducted to quarantine anchorage by the pilot, or if considered dangerous to attempt to 
reach the quarantine anchorage, to be conducted to anchorage to the southward of the 
black buoy off Puntilla Point, and there await the inspectors visit the next morning ; 
the pilot must remain on board till permitted to leave by the inspecting officer. ■ 

C. H. Lavinder, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. B.. S., U. S. Quarantine Officer of the Port. 

[Inclosure.] 

United States Naval Station, 
San Juan, Porto Rico, January 11, 1900. 
SiE : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this 
date and to state that the instructions as modified have been conveyed to the pilots. 
Eespectfully, J. H. Dayton, 

Commander United States Navy, Captain of the Port. 
C. H. Lavindee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



